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2. Nuclear Non-Proliferation

The aim of the government 1s to prevent the commercial fuel cycle from
becoming the source of materials or technology for use in nuclear
explosives. To accomplish this, the President has taken action to delay
the widescale use of plutonium until international institutions can be
strengthened to deal with the proliferation issue. In particular, the
U.S. has deferred: (a) the reprocessing of spent nuclear fuel and the
recycle of plutonium 1n light water reactors; and (b) the commercialization
of the breeder reactor.

In addition, this is being accomplished by improving safeguards systems
for nuclear fuel cycle facilities, closely examining the export or
transfer of sensitive technologies, limiting research reactor material
to enrichment levels that minimise the presence of weapons-usable material,
and creating non-proliferation incentives by demonstrating that the U.S.
is a reliable supplier of nuclear fuel and fuel cycle services.

Finally, the International Nuclear Fuel Cycle Evaluation (INFCE) was an
early step in developing the technical basis for international consensus
on non-proliferation policy. The work begun in INFCE will be carried
forward in other international forums. Such work includes study of
international plutom'um storage, spent fuel management systems, and the
provision of fuel assurance by uranium stockpiling.
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